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PREFACE

Neath Port Talbot Local Development Plan

Issues and Alternatives

During the early Spring of 2009 discussions took place focused on representatives
of groups, organisations and business in 8 areas of the County Borough.

This is a summary of the points raised in the Afan Valley meeting which took place
at the Noddfa Community Centre on 30th March 2009.

Further comments and suggestions will be welcomed; both from those who took part
and any member of the community. In order to help us in preparing the next stage
of the Plan we would be grateful for any comments and suggestions to be sent to us
by 31st May 2009.

The comments and suggestions will be investigated and when we report back in the
next stage of the Plan (the Key choices) we will report back on them.
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1.1 Likes / Distinctiveness / Need to Protect & Enhance

1.1.1 Strong community spirit – each village retains its own identity / culture and
heritage.

1.1.2 The rural character / dominating landscape features / and scenery are the
best around and should be protected.

1.1.3 Mountain Bike Centre / Miners Museum / Ponds / walking trails / Afan Argoed
Forest Park / Pelenna Outdoor Centre are all bringing much needed tourism and
new investment into the valley.

1.1.4 Cycleways / Footpaths / bridleway network is fantastic and offers a great
choice.

1.2 Moving Forward

1.2.1 Proposed Youth Hostel should attract more people into the area.

1.2.2 Croeserw – poor quality environment / needs improvement and investment.

1.2.3 A number of cycle routes and footpaths need better management – more
could be done to improve the links / signposting of the trails.
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2.1 Built Environment

2.1.1 Derelict / vacant housing is an issue throughout the valley (e.g. the centre
of Glyncorrwg is quite derelict with a number of vacant properties).

2.1.2 Pen-y-Bryn – the flats are derelict; why not convert these into a youth club?

2.1.3 Cymmer – the construction of the village (i.e. different levels) adds to its
character. Parking however is a problem. Particular problems exist adjacent to the
bank.

2.1.4 Pontrhydyfen – the potential of the old bridges should be maximised.

2.1.5 Churches & Chapels – these dominating structures are not being maintained
(e.g. Jerusalem Chapel and cemetery in Pontrhydyfen is a particular problem).

2.1.6 ‘Designing-out-Crime’ – future developments need good design principles
to discourage crime. Croeserw is a particularly problematic area which is not helped
by the built environment.

2.1.7 Any new development should be sympathetic with its surrounding / receiving
environment.

2.1.8 Street-lighting – needs to be improved throughout the valley.

2.2 Natural Environment

2.2.1 Caerau Communities First & Bridgend CBC is working to improve the cycle
routes and linkages into Neath Port Talbot.

2.2.2 The extensive Forestry Commission land throughout the valley needs to be
better managed / maintained.

2.2.3 Pelenna Minewater Project is not being managed and is not as successful
as it once was.

2.2.4 Much of the valley area should be declared as an area of outstanding natural
beauty.

2.3 Waste

2.3.1 Cymmer Civic Amenity Site is a fantastic facility – well managed / well located.

2.3.2 Kerbside Collection Scheme works very well – but could be extended to
include all plastics.

2.3.3 Fly-tipping remains an issue – especially from businesses. Why not allow
commercial businesses to use the Civic Amenity facility.

2.3.4 The expansion of existing facilities would always be preferred to the creation
of new sites.
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2.3.5 The MREC (Materials Recovery and Energy Centre) is a good treatment
facility. Preference for this type of facility over landfill.

2.4 Minerals

2.4.1 Whilst it was acknowledged that safeguarding minerals for the future was
important, there was no desire for mining to return in the valley – concerns about
health implications / insufficient infrastructure / no local benefit / and affect on tourism.

2.5 Renewables

2.5.1 Windfarms are seen as a real problem due to their visual impact on the
landscape and potential impact on tourism.

2.5.2 Windfarms should not be allowed close to villages.

2.5.3 There should be no more decisions made on windfarm applications until the
review of TAN 8 is completed.

2.5.4 Community Benefit – concern over potential disagreements in how any
potential money could be spent.

2.5.5 Support for other alternative forms of energy – solar / hydro-electric / biomass.
WAG should change its policy to allow other forms of renewable energy production
to offset the 2010 windfarm targets.

2.5.6 The development of windfarms would increase noise levels in the valley and
affect the tranquillity of certain locations.
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3.1 Housing Land / Settlement Limits

3.1.1 There is a lack of new houses within the valley.

3.1.2 A housing Renewal Area designation would be a positive step for the valley.

3.1.3 Effort should be focused on improving the existing housing stock before new
houses are built. Consideration should be given to the compulsory purchasing of
properties / renovation / and making them available as affordable housing.

3.1.4 Croeserw – dereliction of the housing stock is a real problem.

3.1.5 Small flats could be developed above shop / retail outlets.

3.1.6 Due to the valley topography there is not a lot of developable land.

3.1.7 Self-Build homes should be encouraged.

3.1.8 Abercregan – more land could be made available for housing to prevent the
loss of population and improve the links with Cymmer.

3.1.9 Glyncorrwg – the village envelope should be expanded to build new houses.

3.1.10 Infill development is preferred to ‘greenfield’ development.

3.1.11 Suitable housing types for the elderly need to be built – this would free up
more of the existing housing stock.

3.1.12 Derelict land near the health centre in Glyncorrwg would be perfect to build
suitable homes for the elderly.

3.1.13 The Jenkins Arms site (Glyncorrwg) needs to be redeveloped.

3.2 Affordable Housing

3.2.1 Affordable housing should be encouraged – there will always be a need.

3.2.2 The valley is unsuitable for social housing – it is too remote / inaccessible /
and unemployment is too high.

3.2.3 Affordable housing should not be grouped together but integrated with other
types of housing.
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4.1 Job Opportunities

4.1.1 There are not enough job opportunities in the valley – generations are brought
up on the benefits system.

4.1.2 Better links are required to improve access to employment opportunities
further afield.

4.1.3 Small business (e.g. internet based companies) should be encouraged into
the valley.

4.1.4 The valley should exploit tourism opportunities – Afan Lodges / guided tours
/ mountain bike equipment / caravan sites / cafés.

4.1.5 Entrepreneurship should be encouraged.

4.1.6 Small businesses need better and more prolonged grants to be made
available.

4.1.7 There are no Job Centres in the valley.
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5.1 Retail / Shopping

5.1.1 Food shopping is either done in Port Talbot or Maesteg – local corner shops
are expensive.

5.1.2 There is a lack of shops in the valley – those that exist are expensive.

5.2 Public Transport

5.2.1 Access to appropriate and convenient public transport is a major issue –
expensive / convoluted / inappropriate timetables cause problems in accessing
facilities / jobs.

5.2.2 There is potential to introduce a circular bus service between Neath Port
Talbot and Bridgend and also Community Transport between the Afan Valley and
Llynfi Valley.

5.2.3 A good Community Transport scheme exists within the valley.

5.3 Health

5.3.1 There are good health facilities in the valley. Residents do have to travel to
Port Talbot for dental treatment.

5.4 Open Space / Sports

5.4.1 There is adequate open space / sport facilities – there are however underused.

5.4.2 Duel use of school facilities should be encouraged – e.g. the gym facilities
at Cymmer Comprehensive School are now open to the public in the evenings.

5.4.3 The swimming pool in Cymmer is brilliant.

5.5 Other / General

5.5.1 Benches within the valley are subject to vandalism.

5.5.2 Road Signs – good throughout the valley (particularly 20mph adjacent to the
schools).

5.5.3 Lifelong learning courses / Adult Training are on offer in the valley – but the
choice of courses is limited and access to them via public transport is an issue.

5.5.4 Croeserw – there are insufficient facilities for younger people
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